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NAIAD PRESS began in 1973 as a publisher of Lesbian fiction. The money 1or the first two 
Sarah Aldridge books came from the retirement income of two of the founders. The women of NAIAD 
PRESS recognized that at no point in history had the traditional or straight press dealt in a rea 
sonable manner with Lesbian themes and that if Lesbian material was to bc made available to the 
Lesbian reading audience, it was up to us to do it. We had the distinct advantage of having access 
to the most complex distribution network then in existence, THE LADDER mailing list, and it was to 
this audience that our books were first distributed. 

From the beginning NAIAD has used its income wisely, taking the profit from each book to 
produce the next book. To date we. have published 20 titles, and by the end of 1981, 24. 

NAIAD PRESS is a woman identified, Lesbian owned business. To support this ideal on a 
practical and useful level, we use only women and women's businesses in the production of our books. 
We could, of course, publish our books at a lower cost to us and to the women who purchase them. 
There are feminist publishers who do this by using large male owned straight presses and typesetting 
services. This seems to us to defeat one of our goals, the financial independence from the male 
patriarchy for all Lesbians. It is our belief that Lesbian feminists would rather pay a little more 
for books that are totally women produced. By giving women's businesses experience, they gain the 
knowledge and sophistication to compete with and to surpass male run businesses. The women involved 
in producing and distributing our books range from volunteers who are interested in being active par 
ticipants in the Lesbian feminist movement to women in specific women's businesses. Catherine Nicholson 
and Harriet Desmoines, founders of SINISTER WISDOM, and the women oi DUCK TYPE, who are part of the 
INCITER collective have been doing our typesetting. IOWA CITY WOMEN'S PRESS does our printing and 
FIND BIND binds our books. These women earn part of their living from this work. e are, in tnis way, 
instrumental in helping to support 1 women 1n a very direct manner. In addition to tn1s ve pay fees 
to many artists and photographers. NAIAD is one of the first publishers to pay a percentage of profits 
to a book illustrator. 

A very important element in publishing books is the authors. It is almost a tradition for 
publishing houses to mistreat authors, and we are determined that we are to be THE exception to this 
rule. Too often women writers have been exploited, even by women publishers. Writers are an essential 
resource in the process of this movement and it is our responsibility as publishers to nurture them 
and help them succeed. To that end we regularly and with joy pay royalities to our authors. According 
to reports from some authors this is not always the case with other publishers. We do not believe 
in remaindering books. Most of our titles have had multiple printings. This keeps them available to 
an evergrowing public. 

All of the women of NAIAD PRESS work full time jobs or are retired. All monies paid 
directly to NAIAD PRESS women are token amounts and in no way represent the value of the work done 
or the time spent. IRONICALLY, we could have published fewer books and begun supporting ourselves 
long ago. Instead we chose to publish a wide collection of diversified Lesbian reading, and build a 
base that will allow us to support ourselves and many other Lesbians at a later time. 

Our growth has been phenomenal, from one book in 1974 and two in 1975 to eight titles this 
year. When it became apparent after three years that Lesbian fiction publishing was not going to fill 
all of the needs, we branched out to other areas of Lesbian literature. Our subjects range from 
reclaiming the lost works of a Lesbian expatriate novelist and poet, Renee Vivien, to examining the 
problems experienced by black Lesbians in a racist society. From coming out stories to translations 
from the time of the women's movement in Germany. From the first Lesbian gothic novel to herstorical 
and contemporary novels to the philosophy represented in OUTLANDER by the most sensible and prominent 
spokeswoman of our time, Jane Rule. A German Lesbian feminist ublishing company has expressed inter 
est in OUTLANDER and just this month the est German publishing company, Frauenselbstverlag issued 
their translation of our best-selling title, SAPPHISTRY , 

In keeping with our wish to promote a Lesbian sensibility in literature, we have been pioneers 
in works that are classified as reference tools ••• publishing the second edition of Barbara Grier's 
bibliography, THE LESBIAN IN LITERATURE, in 1975 and later this year we will bring out the third 
edition, a much expanded, revised and annotated edition. Just a few weeks ago we brought out the first 
bibliography on the literature of BLACK LESBIANS, in the J.R. Roberts book of the same name • 

Our goal, both as people and publishers, is and always has been to provide positive reinforce 
ment to the Lesbian lifestyle. Lesbian feminists can remake the world once they have a positive view 
of themselves and their place as active participants in world change. We are here to tell you that your 
lifestyle is a valid one •••we believe in the joy of Lesbian living and we want to bring as much of 
that joy to your life as we possibly can through our books. We know that you will share our happiness 
in knowing that each dollar you spend with us helps Lesbians all over the U.S. to make a living and 
that each of our books helps reinforce and promote a Lesbian view of the world. 



THE NAIAD PRESS, INC: A HISTORY 

• 

Our extraordinary story began in 1972 when The Ladder, a 

lifeline to the lesbian community of the fifties and sixties, ceased 

publication after sixteen years of existence. Barbara Grier, its 

editor, and her lover Donna J. McBride, were approached by Anyda 

Marchant and Muriel Crawford, who asked them to join in the founding 

of a lesbian/feminist publishing company. In 1973, with a press 

run of 2000 copies of The Latecomer, Naiad Press was born. 

The early years were a struggle for survival, but from our 

modest beginnings we have become the largest lesbian press in the 

world. Recent years have brought us such pronounced growth that we 

have decided to level off at ten books a year, a number that 

managing partners Barbara Grier and Donna McBride can efficiently 

handle while adhering to Naiad's publishing philosophy. 

That philosophy is simple: to bring a diversity of books to 

as wide a lesbian audience as we can possibly reach, and to keep 

the majority of our books in print for the lesbians who will find 

us in the future. 

By any definition we have succeeded. Fróm our original group 

of Ladder subscribers we have built our mailing list until it 

approaches l5000. Our ''core" bookstores (those which carry most of 
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our books all of the time) doubled in number between 1981 and 1984, 

and continue to increase, as do the general bookstores which 

frequently carry lesbian books. We continue to expand our 

institutional sales to .libraries and schools. Of our eighty published 

books, all but a handful remain in print. 

We publish for a diverse audience and a wide spectrum of 

literary taste. Our list includes quality fiction, light romance, 

mysteries, science fiction, gothic, sexuality, biography, essays, 

short stories, poetry, bibliography, history. In 1986 we will 

release The Lesbian Periodicals Index, an invaluable historical 

reference work. We will also publish several novels which are the 

first of their kind: The Long Trail by Penny Hayes, a lesbian 

western; Pembroke Park by Michelle Martin, a regency romance; 

The House at Pellham Falls by Brenda Weathers, a lesbian ghost story. 

A number of books on our list continue to be a source of 

especial pride to us. We have returned to print all of the available 

work of Jane Rule, the finest writer we have working today. We have 

reprinted Sex Variant Women in Literature by the late Jeannette 

Foster, a monumental study of our literature by a brilliant lesbian 

scholar. We have reprinted Claire Morgan's The Price of Salt, 

generally considered to be the best loved novel in our literature; 

and also the classic novels of Ann Bannon which feature the legendary 

Beebo Brinker. We have returned to print We Too Are Drifting and 

Torchlight to Valhalla, two of the most beautiful lesbian novels 

ever written; and we have located their author, Gale Wilhelm. Both 

the author and her work had been tragically invisible to our general 
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community for many decades. 

We will continue to give voice to new writers as we always have; 

we have published literally dozens of. first novels in our thirteen 

year history, including those of Sheila Ortiz Taylor, Lee Lynch, 

Katherine v. Forrest. Forrest's Curious Wine is, to date, our most 

popular single fiction title. 

We are proud that Jane Rule's Desert of the Heart has been 

made into a film to be released by the Samuel Goldwyn Company under 

the title of Desert Hearts, and will be in theatres early in 1986. 

Our most spectacular success has been the publication in 1985 

of Lesbian Nuns: Breaking Silence. A world-wide best seller, it 

generated a press run of 85,000 copies in our own trade paperback 

and hardbound editions, with unlimited additional potential when 

the Warner Books mass paperback edition is released in the spring of 

1986. Foreign rights have been sold to six countries, with excerpt 

sales to seven more. Movie rights have been sold to ABC Television. 

We are proud of all our successes and for the support of the 

community which buys our books in ever-increasing quantities. We 

have never lost money on any of our titles, and from that original 

press run of 2000 copies of The Latecomer, our usual press run today 

is 12000. One of our authors has appeared in the autograph booths 

at the American Bookseller's Association for each of the past two 

years, and one will appear again this year. We are proud that 

the quality of our books continues to improve and that we can bring 

honest books reflecting the truth of our lives to lesbians everywhere 

--not only to a widening national audience, but to our world-wide 

community of sisters. 


