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Lesbian nuns' story puts spotlight on local publisher
By R.C. Morgan-Wild- e
Democrat staff writer

i :- - i

possible today to be a nun and identify yourself as
lesbian."

The book's nine lesbian contributors who are still
nuns have experienced varying reactions from differ-
ent segments of the church hierarchy, Curb said.

Bishop J. Keith Symons of the Pensacola-St- . Au-

gustine Diocese could not be reached Wednesday for
comment about the issues the book raises.

"Some contributors to the anthology are complete-
ly open about their lesbianism," Curb said. "When I
was a nun, it was unheard of to be open about such
things."

Copies of the book began rolling off the press Mon-

day, and Grier expects copies to be in bookstores na-

tionally by April 8 to coincide' with the editors' appear-
ance on the nationally syndicated "Phil Donahue
Show." .

"All the women in the anthology have only three
things in common," Grier explained. "They are all
formerly or presently nuns. All are lesbians. And in
their own way, all say so in the book."

The idea for the book took root about four years
ago when Manahan was at a women's music

"Lesbian Nuns" for a year from now, and the antholo-
gy has been selected as the April selection of Califor-
nia's Century Book Club, a large, homosexual-oriente- d

group. What with promotional touring, the editors'
calendar already is packed through July, Grier said.

Founded in 1973, Naiad Press has its offices in a
house northwest of Tallahassee; in 12 years its mini-
mum first edition has grown from 2,000 to 12,000
copies per title. With only three full-tim- e employees,
Naiad is a small publisher by mass-mark- et standards,
but it is the largest lesbian-femini- st publishing compa-
ny in the United States.

Naiad has published more than 60 books about
lesbianism and feminism. Ranging from FSU teacher
Sheila Taylor's novel "Faultline" to a mystery series
about a lesbian journalist-detectiv- e, most of them still
are in print.

"This book is important because it breaks the si-

lence over the existence of lesbian nuns,"
Curb said. "It diminishes the taboo against lesbianism
and homosexuality by having these strong, courageous
women tell their stories."

Curb is a former nun, a divorcee and a mother.
"Initially, I expected a collection of stories of for-

mer nuns," Curb said, "but letters from present nuns
arrived, too. I was surprised. I didn't know it was

A local feminist-lesbia- n printing company this
week published an anthology about Roman Catholic
nuns who are lesbians, and the book already is electri-
fying national literary circles.

"Lesbian Nuns: Breaking Silence" is a collection of
51 present and former nuns' stories, published by Na-
iad Press Inc. of Tallahassee.

"The book could go through the roof," said Barba-
ra Grier, senior editor and general manager of Naiad
Press Inc., and one of its four owners. "Considering
the subject matter, the book is bound to be
controversial."

The anthology was edited by Rosemary Curb, an
English professor at Rollins College in Winter Park,
and Nancy Manahan, a former English teacher at
Napa Valley College in California.

In publishing-worl- d terms, "Lesbian Nuns: Break-
ing Silence" looks like a hit. Grier originally had
planned to print 5,000 hard-cov- er and 45,000 paper-
back copies. Those figures have soared to 10,000 hard-
backs and 110,000 paperbacks.

Warner Books, a division of Warner Communica-
tions, has bought mass-mark- et paperback rights to See NUNS, 5C Nancy Manahan and Rosemary Curb, the editors

Student's structure keeps time with nature
ETC. raises itself as a symbol for society,

with the artist at the top and society
forming the base.

"As the triangle continues to rise,
the artist is still at the top. By the
time society gets to where the artist
was originally, the artist is that much'
furthur ahead of them."

The sculpture at Live Oak Stables
is his attempt to give three-dimension-

form to Kandinsky's meta-
physical idea, he said.

Cummings transferred to Florida
State University from the University
of Central Florida as a senior, to be
closer to a graduate program in arts.
He has used carved wood, bronze,
aluminum and other metals for his
art projects.

He said he designed the solar-timepie-

sculpture to blend with its
natural setting: The hills curve away
from the work, receding behind trees,
as straight as the center pole. In fact,
he sees the surrounding trees as un-carv-

versions of the assemblage.
The location came courtesy of

Cummings' friend Richard Andrews,
who leases and runs the stable. An-

drews said Cummings discovered the
site while the two of them were riding-horses-

.

See SCULPT, 3C

er the weather would permit ld

Cummings to complete the pro-
ject he has dreamed about for five
years.

By Tuesday afternoon, he had
completed all but the final phase of
his project. He sees it as his contribu-
tion to the "earthwork movement" of
modern art, according to which art-
ists work with nature rather than at-

tempting to transform it.
Earthworks are site-specifi- c,

Cummings explained; part of the cre-

ative process is anticipating how peo-

ple will be able to view the work.
"Scale is important," he said, "in

order for the sculptor to achieve sub-

limity." Cummings' scale means a 30-fe- et

center pole and a triangle mea-

suring feet.
The inverted triangle is set at a

angle off the center pole,
and its tip rests at the center pole's
base. The angle at the triangle's apex
is 47 degrees, equaling the degree of
distance between the Tropic of Can-
cer and Tropic of Capricorn.

The theory is complicated, but
Cummings has a motive for explain-
ing it repeatedly:

"Art raises society's perception of
itself. I read a book by (Russian artist
Vasily) Kandhisky called 'Concern-
ing The Spiritual In Art.' ... In one
section, he described a triangle that

By R.C. Morgan-Wild- e
Democrat staff writer

The gray sky threatened rain
Sunday afternoon. Several telephone
poles rested on the damp ground of
Live Oak Stables' pastures off Ox
Bow Estates.

The hills showed an early spring
splendor around the spot sculptor
George Cummings chose to erect a

assemblage.
Called "In Homage to Kan-dinsky- ,"

the piece had to be finished
by Wednesday so Cummings could
mark where the sculpture's shadow
fell during the vernal equinox
which he did at 12:43 p.m. The sculp-
ture will predict spring and fall equi-
noxes when daylight and night are
equal and summer and winter sol-

stices, the year's longest and shortest
days, respectively.

By observing the noontime shad-
ow cast by the center pole of Cum-

mings' assemblage, one can see
whether an equinox or solstice is rela-

tively near. When the shadow reaches
the base of a pine marker set 17.3 feet
due north of the central pole, it will
be solar noon on the vernal or autum-
nal equinox. The spots for summer
and winter solstices will be calculated
later.

Oh Sunday, it wasn't clear wheth

Modern Raskolnikov?
Has the Democrat stripped something as

literary as Dostoyevski's "Crime and Pun-
ishment" from its comics page? Dr. Donald
Palumbo, chairman of the Lorain County
Community College, Elyria, Ohio, human-
ities and language department, might say
it's done just that. In a paper published last
year in an academic journal on popular cul-

ture, Palumbo argued for the Marvel Com-
ics hero Spider-Ma- n as an existential
character.

Spider-Ma- n, he says, has "got all the
characteristics. He's alienated; he's guilt
ridden. He concurs with the existentialists'
philosophical issues like the meaning of life,
the absurdity of life, and he reacts to them
in very positive ways."

He quotes some Spider-Ma- n philosophy
which appeared as the Green Goblin was
impaled during a battle with the "Webbed
Wall Crawler": ,
: "He's dead. Somehow ... I thought it
would mean more. When a man dies even
a man like the Goblin it should mean
something. It.shouldn't be just an accident
: stupid, senseless accident."

And some people thought Spidey was
shallow!

Mike Ewen Democrat

George Cummings erects timepiece

' Li

Ghic clothes for
the casual life

By Linda Perney
Los Angeles Daily News

Mark Wallheiser Democrat

Bob Rubanowice's 'Triptych to Bach,' a
stained glass

Today you may.
. Celebrate J.S. Bach's 300th birthday by

attending the Tallahassee Bach Parley con-

cert at 7:30 p.m. at St. John's Episcopal
Church, 211 N. Monroe St. A reception fol-

lows at 9:45 p.m. at LeMoyne Center for the
Visual Arts, 125 N. Gadsden St. The
stained glass, above, is among the art on
display at the 'Music in Art' exhibit at Le-

Moyne, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday and 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday through
March 27.

College students
are susceptible to
measles outbreak
Democrat staff and wire report

ATLANTA - Fifteen percent of the nation's
college students may be at risk of getting measles
and "sustained outbreaks" are possible, federal
health officials said last Thursday in the wake of
outbreaks on three campuses this winter.

Since Jan. 15, 12 students at Ohio State, 82 at
Boston University and 128 at Principia College in
Illinois have come down with measles, the Centers
for Disease Control said.

The incidence of measles has declined greatly in
this country since the advent of measles vaccine in
the early 1960s; 235 cases of the once-commo- n dis-

ease have been reported so far this year. But college
students many of whom were children before
vaccinations were widely required remain a
stumbling block in the fight to eradicate the disease
in the United States.

The Florida law requiring immunization of all
students entering public or private schools was
passed in 1972. In 1981 the law was amended to
include all students in grades K-1- 2. The amended
statute was implemented in 1982, according to
Steve Mclnelly of the immunization program of the
Division of Health and Rehabilitative Services.

No major outbreaks have occurred on campuses
in Florida, Mclnelly said, but the potential exists.

"We have had some students down from Boston
University, where they have had 81 cases, and some
students have broken out with measles while in
Florida. They have exposed hundreds of kids while
they're here on spring break," he said.

"We've sent a letter to all (Florida) university
presidents asking them to consider an immuniza-
tion program for all college students," he said.

The Florida State University health center is
offering measles vaccinations from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
weekdays. The immunization is free to students
who have paid their health fee.

Each year in this decade, at least 14 college
campuses have reported measles outbreaks, the
CDC said.

The 296 student cases in 1983, the latest year for
which the statistic was available, amounted to one-fift- h

of all reported measles cases, and "if the pre-
sent trend continues," college students will again
make up "a substantial proportion" of the Ameri-
cans who get the disease, the CDC said.

"Because susceptibility among college students
may be as high as 15 percent, the potential for
sustained outbreaks exists," the CDC said.

Measles outbreaks can be costly and disruptive
for colleges and pose a health threat to students,
the agency said.

See MEASLES, 5C
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; LOS ANGELES --r The phone
always seems to be answered by the
same relentlessly cheery voice: "Hi,
Esprit," it bubbles, introducing a
caller to a most unusual clothing .

company . a company that has
made its reputation, and its not in-

considerable profits, selling casual
chic for the lifestyle of the '80s.

From its new-ag- e corporate
headquarters in the middle of its
own park on Tennessee Street in
San Francisco, the
company has, now taken a giant
step into the world of retailing,
opening its own store in Los Ange-
les, which has been "unofficially"
open since November.

"We're still finishing up some of
the construction," said assistant
store manager Teri Jochum,

The store, housed in what used
to be a roller-disc- o place, carries
the kind of clothing that has given
the company a total U.S. and inter-
national sales figure of $613 million
in 1984. .

"We're designing clothes for,
ourselves," said Susie Tompkins,
who, with her husband, Doug, owns
the company and heads the design
team. "We sit down and say, 'What
do we have to have? What do we
really need?'"

What, they really need, appar-
ently, adds up to a collection of
simply cut clothes - cotton pants,"
skirts, a few dresses, jackets, sweat-
shirts and ts mostly in
bright colors, to team up with the
company's own hats, bags, scarves,
even shoes.

The designs look generic, but
what makes them seem innovative
is the way they're layered . For ex-

ample, you put on. a plaid big shirt
over a striped shirt over a solid-colore- d

tank top. Then you tuck

Send in summer camps
In April, the Democrat will publish a

listing of summer camps in the Big Bend
area.

If your organization is sponsoring a.

camp, please complete a form and return it
to Priscilla Miller, Tallahassee Democrat,
P.O. Box 990, Tallahassee, Fla. 32302, no
later than 5 p.m. Friday.

Your information must be submitted on
a form, which is available at our office, 277
N. Magnolia Drive from 8 a.m, to midnight
daily.

Any questions? Call 599-227- 5 between 9
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
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TV's best bet
Tonight on TV - "Rodgers and Ham-merstei- n:

The Sound of American Music."
The tube is alive tonight with the sound of
this songwriting duo's many hits. Channel
11 (cable 8), 8 p.m.

Tonight on cable - "USFL Football."
The Jacksonville Bulls and the Orlando
Renegades, two of Florida's three USFL
teams, square off tonight. ESPN (cable 5),
8:30 p.m.

Mike Ewen Democrat

It's easy to think cool in Esprit's loose-fittin- g, cotton chemise, $65,
modeled by Evanne Logan. Thomas Cook sports a colorful pastel
Polo shirt by Ralph Lauren, $60. His cotton-blen- d slacks are from
the Colours by Alexander Julian collection, $34. Fashions by Maas. See ESPRIT, 3C

Reproduced with permission of copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.


